THE MOST MISAPPLIED BIBLE PASSAGE I KNOW


If I have heard verse 20 quoted once to provide proof why another person is not a true believer in Christ, I’ve heard it hundreds of times!  
It is often associated with phrases like the following:

“A real Christian would never do something like that!”

“He could not be a real believer for the Bible says, “By their fruits shall ye know them.”

I’ve now been a Christian for some 40 years and I long ago became convinced that Christians are capable of committing the same sins that the unbelievers commit—even the really bad ones!  (I say “the really bad ones” with tongue in cheek as I’m not so sure that God judges the different sins with the same scales that we use.)  

Hermeneutics is the study of the principles of interpretation of the books of the Bible.  Should such a course be taken, one of the first principles taught will be that of looking at the context of the passage under examination.  Certainly, this is one place where a person would be wise to apply that principle!  

A study of the context of this passage will reveal that “by their fruits you will know them” refers to the false prophets of verse 15.  The fruit of a prophet is his message.

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.”

That is the verse just before the verses that were quoted in the box.  Those just after are:

Perhaps it is equally important to point out that these three verses are almost as often misused as those before them.  Folks who add works to faith in their salvation message often run to these verses to prove their point.  They quote or read only verse 21 and say something like, “See there, you must do God’s will; it isn’t by believing alone!”

Imagine how shocked they are when we look more carefully at verses 22 and 23 and I point out to them that these people referred to in verse 21 were not attempting to see how wicked they could be but were perhaps some of the more moral religious folks of their time.  Notice that they claim to:

· Prophesy in Jesus’ name.

· Cast out demons in Jesus’ name.

· Do many wonders in Jesus’ name.

Jesus doesn’t then say something like, “You were saved but now you have lost your salvation,” (as most try to use these verses to imply) but says of them, “I never knew you.”  They were never saved.

Now, look back at verse 21.  It is “he who does the will of My Father in heaven” who “shall enter the kingdom of heaven.”  Again, folks attempt to use this verse to add good works to the requirement of entering heaven.  Let’s let the Bible answer that, shall we?

“And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”      (John 6:40)

Isn’t it something what happens to a passage when one looks at it apart from the religious lens through which he has been peering?  This is simply another example of how some take a verse completely out of its context and use it to say the opposite of what was originally meant.

Let’s get back to the topic at hand.  Can we know who those are who have truly believed in the savior Jesus Christ and received the gift of eternal life by their lifestyle?  That is the real question, isn’t it?  Perhaps, more importantly, can we know who has believed and who hasn’t by evaluating their lifestyle?

This subject could certainly necessitate the writing of a book but I shall deal with it briefly here.  Let’s first look at what Paul said about those in the church at Corinth.

1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not able; 3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men? 
  (1 Corinthians 3:1-3)
In referring to “mere men” Paul was referring back to those he had just spoken of in chapter 2:14.  Remember, there were no chapter divisions in his original letter.

14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

Continuing on, let’s take a closer look at one of these carnal believers.  In chapter 5, we see a man who was involved in sexual immorality with his father’s wife!  

1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not even named[a] among the Gentiles—that a man has his father’s wife! 2 And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this deed might be taken away from among you. 3 For I indeed, as absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged (as though I were present) him who has so done this deed. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
  


  (1 Corinthians 5:1-5)
 

Note that Paul admonished the church to put this man outside of the church – to let Satan go ahead and destroy his body but that his spirit would still be saved.

Space does not permit further commentary here but I would suggest the reader examine 2 Peter 1:5-11 and see what happens when a believer fails to add seven things to his faith.

What he becomes is certainly not one who could be recognized as a believer by his lifestyle or “fruits.”

*(NOTE: All quoted scripture is from the New King James Version of the Bible, published by Thomas Nelson Publishers)
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16You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 


17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 


18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 


19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 


20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them.  (Matthew 7:16-20)








21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’       	     (Matthew 7:21-23)











