CAN THE BIBLE BE TRUSTED?


The Bible is the most amazing and unique book of all time.  If the Bible is not God’s word, it is not even a good book for it claims to be the inspired Word of God!

Numerous books have been written to present thousands of pages of evidence as to why Christians can believe the Bible to be God’s Word.  Obviously, this pamphlet cannot duplicate those works but can give the reader the knowledge that such evidence exists.  

The Bible can be likened unto a fire. A man may be told a fire is hot but it isn’t until he gets close enough to feel its heat before he becomes a true believer.  Such is the case with the Bible.  It is when one begins to actually encounter the Bible that he becomes a believer in its life-giving message.  As he applies its teaching, he begins to see the Bible as much more than a book of great wisdom.

Throughout history, some have thought the Bible to simply be a book of rules to prevent one from having fun but the truth is that it is a book containing guidelines and principles to show one how to really enjoy life and live a fulfilling life of love, peace, and joy.  No other book accomplishes so much.

This isn’t to say that there are not other books that provide encouragement and instruction but it is to say that the Bible stands alone when one compares it to all other books of the world.

It has been said that “man could not have written the Bible if he would, and would not have written it if he could.”  The reason he could not have written the Bible is simply that it contains hundreds of prophetic statements, oftentimes written hundreds of years beforehand, that indeed came to pass and it also contains numerous scientific facts that were revealed in some cases hundreds of years before science caught up and verified them as true.  The reason man would not have written the Bible if he could is that it portrays the heroes in a light that man would not have.  The Bible teaches us that we all fail to meet God’s standard and this is something that most men would never wish to write.   The Bible is one-of-a-kind.

Some wonder how the Bible came to be translated into English, or how we got our Bible.  Here are some interesting facts:


Many people meander throughout life not knowing God, and not even knowing whether or not God exists.  They reason that since they cannot see Him, He is something that cannot be known.  This is far from true.

The Bible claims to be God’s written word..  It does only make sense that if He exists and created us, He would have something to say.

Here is how the Bible itself says it came into existence.

Now look back at the verse I began with—2 Timothy 3:16.  That verse says, “all scripture is given by inspiration of God.”  Those five words are translated into English by the one Greek word theopneustos, a compound word consisting of theo (God) and pneustor (breathed).  Thus, we are being told that the Bible was “breathed out by God.”  The Bible came into being because God Himself literally breathed His word into those men He used to write it.  

Space here does not permit me to go into great detail as to the history of how we got our Bible, nor even a glimpse of the vast amount of evidence that exists for its veracity. Many lengthy works exist that have been written by learned men who initially set out to prove the Bible to be the work of men but became convinced otherwise.  Many others claim the Bible to contain contradictions but a careful study of those supposed contradictions would show otherwise. The material is certainly available to those who want it.  The Bible has stood the test of time and stands tall as it has prevailed against its critics for far more than a thousand years.  

I like what I once heard a man say.  “It isn’t what folks don’t understand about the Bible that bothers them, but what they do understand..”  You see, most realize that the Bible says they are condemned and are sinful.  Most people don’t wish to hear this.

Where they fail, however, is they stop reading the Bible before learning that God has a solution, and in fact has provided the answer to man’s sin Himself.  In fact, He offered Himself!  The Bible teaches clearly that Jesus Christ was and is God who came down to earth to pay the penalty for man’s sin and therefore be both righteous and just in offering man eternal life as a gift!  What more could He do than that?

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.   He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. *                                           (John 3:16-18)

Who or what are you depending on as you prepare to step into eternity?

*(NOTE: All quoted scripture is from the New King James Version of the Bible, published by Thomas Nelson Publishers)

“If it is not God’s word, it cannot be trusted for it claims to be from God Himself!”
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“Man could not have written the Bible if he would and would not have written the Bible if he could.”

THE BIBLE was written by about 40 men from many walks of life, over a period of about 1600 years dating from 1500 BC to about 100 years after Christ. 


The first translation of the English Bible was initiated by John Wycliffe and completed by John Purvey in 1388


has since been translated in part or in whole into over 1200 languages and dialects.


was divided into chapters by Stephen Langton in 1228. The Old Testament was divided into verses by R. Nathan in 1488 and the New Testament by Robert Stephanus in 1551.


The entire Bible divided into chapters and verses first appeared in the Geneva Bible of 1560.


The Bible is the largest seller of all books published.








REASONS TO BELIEVE 


THE BIBLE


IS THE WRITTEN WORD OF GOD





It is HISTORICALLY ACCURATE


It is PROPHETICALLY ACCURATE


It is SCIENTIFICALLY ACCURATE


It is UNIQUE


In its Continuity


In its Circulation


In its Translation


In its Survival


In its Teachings


In its Influence on Literature





All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.		   (2 Timothy 3:16)








And so we have the prophetic word confirmed which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.                                  (2 Peter 1:21)
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