HOW TO BE A PRODUCTIVE CHRISTIAN


Notice that this passage was written to believers and yet says that we must be diligent to add seven character qualities to our faith.  The fact that we must add them reveals that they are not automatically present and the fact that we must be diligent to add them refers to the fact that they don’t come casually.

The seven qualities we are to add are: (1) virtue, (2) knowledge, (3) self-control, (4) perseverance, (5) godliness, (6) brotherly kindness, and (7) love.  The fact that we must add these seems contradictory to some.  

There are many who teach that Christians will automatically be productive.  They believe that you can identify someone who is not a Christian by his lack of fruit.  This passage would certainly seem to contradict that teaching.  Often, they appeal to Matthew 7:18-20 that says, ”A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will know them.”  They fail to take note of the fact that this passage is written about false prophets and not about believers.

I deal with this more in the pamphlets I’ve written with the following titles.  You may request them free of charge
· What is a Christian?

· By Their Fruits You Shall Know Them!

· The Two Invitations of Scripture

· The Unproductive Christian

Since we are told in this 2nd Peter passage that we must add these seven qualities to our life in order to be productive, one should be asking, “How?”  Truth is, not one in ten professing believers in Jesus Christ can even name these seven qualities.  How then should we believe they are being diligent to add them?  This is ludicrous.  It isn’t any different than the person who believes he will be saved by keeping the Ten Command-ments and he cannot even tell you what they are.  How sad.

Fortunately, we have the Bible, God’s word, and it contains the instruction we need.

VIRTUE is defined as: moral excellence.  How does one obtain this quality?  Psalm 119:9 and 11 provide some insight.

Virtue can be added by doing what is right and doing it often enough that it becomes a habit to both act and respond rightly.

KNOWLEDGE is obtained the old fashion way – through study.

The King James Bible has the word “study” in place of “diligent” found here in the New King James Bible.  The fact is that the ability to rightly divide the word of truth does not come from simply listening to sermons and attending fellowship meetings.

SELF-CONTROL is absolutely necessary in order for one to become productive.  The Apostle Paul said of himself:

We are told in Proverbs 15:28, Whoever has no rule over his own spirit is like a city broken down, without walls.
There are many verses in the Bible that, when obeyed, will help us with self-control.  One that helps me is Romans 13:14.


Perhaps the best passage to inform us on how to have self-control is found in Galatians 5:22, 23:

Thus, we need to yield to the Holy Spirit who resides in every believer.  (1 Cor. 6:19)


PERSEVERANCE is the quality of keeping on keeping on, not quitting when the going gets tough.  Proverbs 24:16 tells us that a just man falls seven times and gets up again.  It isn’t the falling that makes one a failure in life, but staying down when he falls.  No Christian is without sin. (1 Jn. 1:8)

GODLINESS is the quality of being Christ-like.  We are told in Proverbs 8:29 that we believers are predestinated to be conformed to the image of Christ.  This godliness or God-likeness speaks of an inner maturity which we should develop as we live and follow in Jesus’ steps.  

BROTHERLY KINDNESS is a quality that should be easy to add if we have added the other qualities.  

LOVE is a quality that can only be added as we yield to God’s Holy Spirit and allow Him to love others through us.  We are commanded to love our brothers, and even love our enemies. 

It all works this way.  We believe in Jesus, placing our faith in Him and Him alone for our salvation, then we begin to add virtue.  As we do, we realize we need to learn God’s word.  As we learn, we realize we cannot live righteously without self-control.  As we gain control over ourselves with God’s help, we develop godliness and this in turn allows us to exhibit brotherly kindness and show love to others.  

Sadly, a large percentage of Christendom has adopted the idea that salvation is by faith plus works.  This is a message that does not save and in fact gives one a false assurance, if indeed he can have assurance at all.

After all, think about it.  If one’s works have anything to do with his obtaining salvation, how would he ever know if they were sufficient?  A chain is only as strong as its weakest link and man’s righteousness is one weak link.

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.  

     (John 6:47)

*(NOTE: All quoted scripture is from the New King James Version of the Bible, published by Thomas Nelson Publishers)
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5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. �10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.         (2 Peter 1:5-11)





9 How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word. . . Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You.








Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.                                 (2 Timothy 2:15)








For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do.  (Romans 7:15b)








But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts





But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.











