  MAKE IT CLEAR!


While anyone who is familiar with the above two verses knows that they were written to provide instruction to the early church regarding the use of tongues, they have great application for the topic at hand.

This author has spoken to hundreds, if not thousands, over the past 40+ years about the sharing of the most important message the world has ever known, the gospel of Jesus Christ, and remains astounded at how few actually “make it clear.”  

In fact, I often ask professing believers what they tell others one must do to obtain eternal life and the messages I receive are often statements like the following:

· Ask Jesus to come into your heart.

· Give your heart to Jesus.

· Make Jesus the Lord of your Life.

· Ask Jesus to be your Lord & Savior.

· Give your life to Jesus.

· Turn from your sin and commit your life to Jesus.

· Pray the Sinner’s Prayer

I then ask questions like, “What do you mean by that?” and “What scriptures from the Bible do you use to make that point?  What most people have never realized is that there are not any verses, nor Biblical examples, where someone attempted to tell another about Jesus Christ and the gift of God by using those terms or phrases.

It seems to me that most who attempt to evangelize using those phrases have just never really stopped and thought about what they are doing.  They are often simply repeating something they have read or heard in the past.  

Even I, back in 1970, read a book that encouraged me to use Revelation 3:20 as my evangelistic closing verses.  That verse says:

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.

After telling a person what Jesus had accomplished for him by dying, being buried, and rising from the dead, I would read or quote Revelation 3:20 and perhaps even tap on the person’s shoulder or chest (if it was a man) and suggest that Jesus was knocking at his heart’s door, wanting to come in.  

The problem with doing this is that the verse is being taken way out of context and is not a salvation verse at all.  Most people don’t know this.

I hate to admit it but I was also guilty back then, before I learned better, of using the phrase, “You must make Jesus Lord of your life to be saved,” and “If He is not Lord of all, He is not Lord at all.”  There were phrases I had picked up and they sounded to me like they were powerful enough to really work and not only getting folks saved, but dedicated as well!  Like many, I was tired of seeing far too many inactive Christians.

Fortunately, I didn’t do this but for a few months before someone corrected me by asking me two questions over and over again, until I realized I had a problem.  Those questions were:

1) What do you mean by that?

2) Where do you find that in the Bible?

I since have used those questions at least hundreds of times myself and what I have found is that people don’t know what they mean by what they say and they must admit they cannot show a passage to defend their message.  I had the same problem back in 1970 when I was confronted.

Now, when someone admits to me that he or she doesn’t know what he means by his terminology, I simply ask, “If you don’t know what you mean by it, how do you expect those you are talking to, to know?”

Often, evangelists also use even precious but confusing phrases like:

· You must be washed in the blood.

· See Jesus through the eyes of faith.

· Have you been to the cross?

· Lay it all down at the foot of the cross.

· You must be redeemed and justified.

· Is Jesus in your heart today?

The bottom line is this.  If what comes out of our mouth is not clearly understood, how can we expect it to accomplish its purpose?

“If this is not the message of the gospel,” you might ask, “then what is?”  That is simple.

Let’s begin with John 3:16-18, which says it clearly:  

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.   He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. *

See the two main points?

1) He who believes will not perish.

2) The unbeliever is condemned,  as he was already condemned.

Perhaps the two simplest verses in the Bible on this topic, regarding being saved or receiving eternal life, are the following two:

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.

                                                     (John 6:47)

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.

                                                   (Acts 16:31)

I’ll finish with three more GREAT passages:

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.                  (Ephesians 2:8 & 9)
Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.                                               (John 5:24) 

YOU CAN KNOW – NOT JUST HOPE!

He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.  And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.  These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.                                     (1 John 5:10-13)
*(NOTE: All quoted scripture is from the New King James Version of the Bible, published by Thomas Nelson Publishers)
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IF THE TRUMPET GIVE AN UNCERTAIN SOUND





For if the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, who will prepare for battle?  So likewise you, unless you utter by the tongue words easy to understand, how will it be known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air.


                               (1 Corinthians 14:8,9)











