IT IS POSSIBLE TO

KNOW WHERE YOU

WILL SPEND ETERNITY.

Sadly, while this is true, it is also true that most people live and die without ever learning the most important news—the Greatest Story Ever Told!

Imagine someone dying of starvation in a house full of food, or someone going without a life-saving solution for lack of funds when there was a million-dollar inheritance just waiting to be claimed.  

The situation is simply this.  Every person alive today is facing a death sentence because all have sinned (Romans 3:23) and the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23).  That is the BAD NEWS.

The GOOD NEWS is that Jesus Christ paid for this sin in full when He sacrificially gave His life on the cross.  He died, was buried and then resurrected as God’s proof that His payment was a satisfactory one.  He now offers the Free Gift of Eternal Life to all who BELIEVE in Him (John 3:16).  

As is the case with any gift, it must be both offered and received in order for there to be any benefit.  God has made the offer, and made it quite clear but most people have not received the gift.  Yes, as difficult as this is to believe, it is true.

John 3:16-18 says it clearly:  

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.   He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. *

Did you get that?  There are only two groups of people: (1) Those who believe and are not condemned, and (2) those who have not believed and are condemned, for they were condemned already. In which group are you?

This set of questions may very well be the most important questions you will ever answer.  One is not truly prepared to live until he is prepared to die.  The Bible states it this way:

For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? (Mark 8:36)

If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable.
                                   (I Corinthians 15:19)

And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.  (Matthew 10:28)

While there can be no more important topic than one’s eternal destiny, it is amazing how many trust in themselves or their own right-eousness to deliver them.  The Bible teaches this is futile. This is true because of our own hopeless condition before God:

· There is none righteous, no not one. (Romans 3:10)

· For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. ( Romans 3:23 ) 

· The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?  (Jeremiah 17:9)

· But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags; we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.  (Isaiah 64:6)  
· For there is not a just man on earth who does good and does not sin.  (Ecclesiastes 7:20) 
To the fact that sinful man cannot earn or deserve his own salvation, the Bible says:

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. (Ephesians 2:8 & 9)
*(NOTE: All quoted scripture is from the New King James Version of the Bible, published by Thomas Nelson Publishers)

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit. (Titus 3:5)

One doesn’t have to wait until he dies to receive this eternal life. This occurs upon the instance of belief or faith.

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.  (John 5:24) 

Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.   And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.  (John 11:25-26)

Perhaps the two simplest verses in the Bible on this topic regarding being saved or receiving eternal life are the following two:

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.  (John 6:47)

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.  (Acts 16:31)

Now, either those two verses are true, or they are untrue.  You really don’t have to go any further than that.  If there are any other requirements other than what these verses say, then these verses are false and the Bible is not a book to be trusted.  If you were to ask directions to someplace and were to receive only one of many necessary turns, you would be grossly misled and quite unable to reach your destination. 

Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through this Man is preached to you the forgiveness of sins; and by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses.  (Acts 13:38-39)

To be justified means to be "declared righteous.” One must have this “righteous-ness” accredited to his account in order to enter heaven. This righteousness (the righteousness of God) can only be received through faith in Christ.

YOU CAN KNOW – NOT JUST HOPE!

He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.  And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.  These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God. (1 John 5:10-13)
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Think about these three questions:





Do you have the assurance that you will go to heaven when you die?


If not, would you like to have that assurance?


If you do think you will go to heaven when you die, on what are you basing your assurance?  In other words, Why should God allow you into His perfect heaven?











