LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE!


I seldom hear this verse quoted anymore but some 40 years ago, it seemed that I would hear it quoted quite often.  Perhaps it is the circles in which I travel?  When I hear it these days, however, it is usually by folks over 50 who are referring to it and giving it as their marching orders from God as to how they ought to share the gospel.  

It is a wonderful passage but I think it is one that is grossly misunderstood.  Whenever, I hear it referred to or quoted, it is being used to explain one’s excuse for not evangelizing.  

A saying I’ve heard in connection with this lately, but one I consider totally wrong, is, 

“Preach the gospel and, if necessary, use words.”  

I say wrong because it is NOT possible to preach the gospel, or to share the gospel in any way, without words!  And, it is certainly not possible to bring someone to faith in Christ without words.  The Bible clearly says, So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  (Romans 10:17)

I cannot count the times I’ve been told that Matthew 5:16 implies that if we Christians live a good enough life, others will see how good we are and God will be glorified.  Then, perhaps, they will come to us and ask us why we are so good and we can tell them.  Sadly, many folks will never be reached with the gospel if we have to wait until they come to us and ask why we are living such a good or godly life.

Truth is, more times than not, if all we do is live a good or even godly life, we are the ones who will be glorified.  Others will look at us and say to themselves, “He (or she) is certainly a good person.”  

Two verses I like to use in connection with Matthew 5:16 are Psalm 119:105 & 130:

It seems to me that if it is God’s word that is a lamp and that which gives light, then our words refer to our light as well.  Of course, these verses are referring to God’s written word being or giving light.

Think of it another way.  If someone sees the good life you are living and even says of you, “You are the best person I know,” unless you speak and explain that it is only because of God’s presence in your life, who gets the glory?  How could God possibly get the glory without your words?

Now, I think it should be a goal of ours that others will notice how we live and be impressed, perhaps even to the point of wanting to ask us why we live as we do.  My point, however, is that unless they ask or we share the gospel with them, it is us who will receive the glory, and not God.  I recall a children’s song I’ve heard, the lyrics that are as follows:


There are many ways to tell others what God has done for you.  Most, however, require interaction.  I find it much easier to see the opportunities when I am praying for them than when I am just hoping to stumble upon them.  In 40 years, I’ve only had a few ask me how to be saved.  I’ve had a few more ask me why I live as I do, and even had a few folks tell me either that I’m the best person they know, or the most unique person they have met.  Those were opportunities to give God the glory and I have tried to take advantage of them to do so.

I heard someone ask recently, “How much would you have to hate someone to refrain from warning him of an oncoming danger?  How much would you have to hate a family to fail to attempt to awaken them at night if you saw their house on fire?

Well, we know, from God’s word, that all are headed for an eternity in hell unless they understand the gospel and receive Christ. The gospel in a nutshell, according to 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, is the fact that Jesus died, was buried, and rose again for our sins.

Strangely, most people know this but very few understand the significance of it.  Very few understand their desperate need for a savior, nor do they truly understand what Jesus accomplished and how we benefit from what He accomplished.

He paid for our sins and made it possible for us to have forgiveness and eternal life as a gift but very few understand how to receive this gift.  Ephesians 2:8-9 explains it this way:


John 3:16-18 says it clearly:  


Can anything be clearer than this?  Perhaps there are two more verses that are.

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.

     (John 6:47)

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.

   (Acts 16:31)

These next two verses are probably my favorite on this topic as they explain why the believer in Christ can KNOW he has eternal life now, long before he dies.

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.  



     (John 5:24) 

These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.            (1 John 5:13)

Yes, we can know we have eternal life because we have already passed from death unto life—the instant we believed!

Let’s give God the glory by sharing this great news with others and making sure they know that any good in us is the result of what He has done for us!

*(NOTE: All quoted scripture is from the New King James Version of the Bible, published by Thomas Nelson Publishers)
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“God is the one who should receive the glory for the great things He has done!”

Stop and let me tell you, what the Lord has done for me.


Stop and let me tell you, what the Lord has done for me.


He forgave my sin and He saved my soul,


He cleansed my heart and He made me whole.�Stop, and let me tell you what the Lord has done for me.








Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. . . . The entrance of Your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.








Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 


           			     (Matthew 5:16)





For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.








For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.   He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
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